





























6.0 CONCLUSION

Building 7a is located on the Victoria Transport Interchange 2 site, on the
north side of Victoria Street and west of Allington Street and the Victoria
Palace Theatre. The west side of the building are formed by the north- south
pedestrian route through the scheme. It is one building integrally linked to the
group of proposed buildings, which work together to form a distinct new
landmark at Victoria. The form of the building respects the city context of the
immediate area, as well as the more distant urban surroundings. This strength
in design for the immediate local scale and sensitivity to the impact on the
larger urban scale is addressed in all aspects of the building.

The mass of the building is split on a diagonal axis in relation to the local
urban fabric. The directionality of the surrounding street axis and the
subsequent visual axis of the area informs the massing of the building. By
extending this axis, as a diagonal cut through the mass of the building, the
site is conceptually referenced in the building form. The diagonal cut
separates the building into two distinct prisms. The two prisms are linked by a
diagonal element, reducing the scale of the form to better suit the city context.
The form results in a dynamic articulation of at the prominent corners of the
building.

In the Southwest corner, the inclination of the vertical wall and the cutting
away of the corner mark the entrance to the north-south route from Victoria
Street.

The Southeast corner of the building, being the tallest element of the entire
scheme, is strategically placed with respect to the surrounding context of
greater London, as well as the immediate area of Victoria. In the larger scale,
the building stands as a new element in a series of taller buildings which
create a rhythm of structures between Waterloo Bridge and Victoria Station.

The pedestrian experience, in contrast to the distant urban experience of the
building, is addressed in the facade treatment. The facade, made up of metal
fins which in series project a diamond pattern, grounds the building as a fully
encased mass. When approached from a distance, the diamond pattern is
visible. In close proximity, there is a greater transparency and verticality to the
fin reading, revealing the office glass facade. The metal fin facade treatment
creates a diverse reading of transparency, opacity, pattern and colour.

Overall, building 7a contributes to a revitalisation of Victoria with a modern,
aesthetically sensitive response to the larger city context. Its form as a
contemporary design solution improves the pedestrian experience creating
great integration with the city landscape.
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